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A city on the rise

CEN S U S F IG HT

House
panel
asserts
power
Committee votes to
hold Barr, commerce
secretary in contempt
By Michael Balsamo
and Matthew Daly
The Associated Press

Castle Rock in Douglas County has 70,000 residents, and its population could double by the time the city is built out.
AAron Ontiveroz, The Denver Post

As Castle Rock looks to evolve beyond a bedroom
community, the old town dump will play a key role
By Joe Rubino
The Denver Post

Adam Festag,
left, and Dan
Nicholson of
Mountain
Range Signs
install
decorative
posters in
windows at
the new
Riverwalk
development
in Castle
Rock last
week.

In plain terms, Castle
Rock is a 145-year-old
town and the historic
county seat of fast-growing, Denver-adjacent but
still largely rural Douglas
County.
When looked at through
the lens of economic development, Castle Rock
might best be described as
a recent college grad. It
has tools and potential.
Now it’s time to find a job.
Or, in this case, jobs; thousands of them, ideally.
“We’re at about 70,000

Helen H.
Richardson,
The Denver Post
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CU DENVER WANTS
ON-CAMPUS DORM
Leaders at the University of
Colorado Denver, long known
as a commuter school, want to
build a dormitory on the Auraria
Campus to house more than
500 students. »2A

BEANBALL RUINS
COORS FIELD FUN
Grown men behaved like boys
Wednesday when the Rockies
and Cubs started a rock fight.
Four players (two Cubs, two
Rockies) were plunked by
pitches. »Mark Kiszla, 1B

NUR S ING HOM E S

Abuse, neglect going unreported
By Ricardo Alonso-Zaldivar
The Associated Press
WASHINGTON » Nursing facilities have failed
to report thousands of serious cases of potential neglect and abuse of seniors on Medicare even though it’s a federal requirement
for them to do so, according to a watchdog
report released Wednesday that calls for a
new focus on protecting frail patients.
Auditors with the Health and Human Services inspector general’s office drilled down
on episodes serious enough that the patient
was taken straight from a nursing facility to a
hospital emergency room. Scouring Medicare billing records, they estimated that in
2016 about 6,600 cases reflected potential ne-

WASHINGTON » A House committee voted Wednesday to hold two
top Trump administration officials in contempt of Congress for
failing to comply with subpoenas
for documents related to a decision adding a citizenship question
to the 2020 census.
The
Democratic-controlled
House Oversight Committee voted 24-15 to advance contempt
measures against Attorney General William Barr and Commerce
Secretary Wilbur Ross. Rep. Justin Amash of Michigan, who has
said he supports an impeachment
inquiry against President Donald
Trump, was the sole Republican
to join with Democrats.
The vote sends the contempt
measures to the full House, although congressional leaders
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Friendlier
shelter
system
planned
City developing new
approach after voters
rejected Initiative 300
By Andrew Kenney
The Denver Post

glect or abuse that was not reported as required. Nearly 6,200 patients were affected.
“Mandatory reporting is not always happening, and beneficiaries deserve to be better protected,” said Gloria Jarmon, head of
the inspector general’s audit division.
Overall, unreported cases worked out to 18
percent of about 37,600 episodes in which a
Medicare beneficiary was taken to the emergency room from a nursing facility in circumstances that raised red flags. Responding
to the report, Administrator Seema Verma
said the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid
Services does not tolerate abuse and mistreatment and slaps significant fines on nursing homes that fail to report cases.

The city of Denver is preparing
for what its leaders describe as a
new approach to homelessness.
“We have a crisis on the
streets,” Councilwoman at-large
Robin Kniech said at a meeting
Wednesday. “We made a lot of
promises during the (Initiative)
300 campaign about what we
were going to do better, and I
think we must back those up with
resources.”
Denver voters recently rejected
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Drain Cleaning
$
Only 35

*

*Really….We’ll Clean Any Drain, Only $79. Residential Only.
*Really….We’ll
*R
ll
Clean Any Drain, Only $35. Residential Only.

When you’re concerned enough to use the best!

303-313-3333 | AAAtoday.com
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LOCAL BRIEFS

POLICE: ATTACKS
ON HOMELESS
ARE SIMILAR
Golden police investigated
an attack Wednesday on
two homeless people near
the Colorado School of
Mines.
The attack mirrors an
assault in the same area
earlier this year, and police
believe they are connected. The attacker in both
cases yelled, “Get out of
my city,” as he struck victims and, in at least one
incident, used a stun gun
to shock a victim, according to a news release from
the Golden Police Department.
Two men on Wednesday
told police that a white
male assaulted them near
14th Street and Jackson
Street with a blunt object
as he yelled comments
such as “get out of my
city.” Both men suffered
non-life-threatening injuries, police said.
In a January attack, two
homeless people were
injured. One was hit in the
back of the neck with a
blunt object, police said,
and the suspect tried to
shock the victims with
stun gun. The suspect also
allegedly said, “get out of
my city.”
Police described the
suspect as a white male
between 25 and 40 years
old with blue eyes. He is
5-foot-8 to 5-foot-10 and
140 to 160 pounds.

Climber rescued by helicopter. A climber who
suffered life-threatening
injuries in a 200-foot fall
near the Fourth of July
Mine in the mountains of
Boulder County was rescued Tuesday by a Colorado National Guard Blackhawk helicopter.
Emergency responders
flew to the area in a Flight
for Life helicopter and
hiked about a quarter mile
to the injured climber, the
sheriff’s office said. The
man had slid about 150 to
200 feet down a steep
snow field.
The climber, a man from
the Boulder area in his
early 30s, suffered multiple serious injuries, the
sheriff’s office said. He was
hoisted into the Blackhawk
and then transferred to the
Flight for Life helicopter
and taken to an area hospital.
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ground-floor retail and
food and beverage options.
The first and perhaps most
pivotal project — set to be
developed by Milwaukeebased Summit Smith Development — will be a 300room, full-service hotel
with meeting and ballroom space for corporate
and community events. It
is expected to break
ground in early 2020. It
could be hosting guests by
late 2021.
“It’s been four years of
having a mountain lion by
the tail,” P3 managing director Shawn Temple said
of the landfill turned key
to Castle Rock’s economic
future. “We’ve removed
that albatross from the
property so that the market can take advantage of
this great location.”
Temple, who moved to
Castle Rock in 2016 with
his family to oversee the
complex project, credited
town leaders for creating
an urban renewal authority plan in 2013. That plan
dictates property taxes
generated by development
on the property will go
back to the property owner until June 4, 2038, town
officials said. Without that
incentive, Temple said he
believes the property
would still be held hostage
by trash.
Temple is acutely aware
of Castle Rock’s car-bound
workforce. He and his
commercial brokers might
trumpet the traffic passing
by Miller’s Landing on I-25
as a positive in marketing
materials — 99,000 average car trips per day between
Wolfensberger
Road and Plum Creek
Parkway, according to the
Colorado Department of
Transportation — but he’s
fine if his property gives
more people the option to
stay in town.
“We have 16,000 to
18,000 very talented people living in town who are
commuting that want a
work-life balance that this
site will afford,” he said.
Miller’s Landing is not
the only major commercial
development site in town.
On the north end of Castle
Rock, the 166-acre Promenade at Castle Rock retail
megaplex is about 70 percent built out four years after getting started, according to Bill Detweiler, the

residents, according to
Census data, and 80 percent of our workforce travels outside the community
for their jobs,” Marcus
Notheisen, vice president
of the Castle Rock Economic Development Council, said last week.
With a population expected to balloon to nearly
140,000 by the time the
town is fully built out, the
concern is that the bedroom community model is
not sustainable, no matter
how many lanes are added
to Interstate 25.
“We really want to solve
some of the commuting
and some of the primary
employment and job creation issues,” Notheisen
said.
The springboard Castle
Rock hopes to use to vault
into its next phase is the
former town dump. And
the dump’s time is ripe.
Nowadays, the former
landfill and surrounding
land is known as Miller’s
Landing. It’s a 65-acre redevelopment opportunity
nestled in the northwest
nook of the busy I-25 and
West Plum Creek Parkway
interchange, walking distance from the town’s Philip S. Miller Park, a multimillion-dollar playground
complete with recreation
center, zipline course,
challenge hill and a public
amphitheater that will
host The Fray next month.
Tapping into $20 million
in bonds backed in part by
a sales tax share-back plan
the Town Council approved in 2017, the master
development team behind
Miller’s Landing trucked
140,000 cubic yards of
waste off the property earlier this year. Come August, that team — led by P3
Advisors — plans to put
the rest of its bond money
to use building out roads,
sewers and other infrastructure and preparing
pad sites for commercial
development.
With a 90-foot height
limit covering the property, P3 and partners are eyeing corporate campuses,
medical office space and
other commercial builds
that could accommodate

town’s director of development services. The project, a beneficiary of a
North Meadows Extension
I-25
interchange
that
opened in 2016, is home to
two mammoth grocery
stores — a Sam’s Club and
King Soopers — that feed a
populace that Detweiler
says is growing by about
three families per day.
Castle Rock’s population
was about 21,000 in 2000,
according to Census Bureau data. The town has
hardly grown in a vacuum.
Colorado has added nearly
1.5 million people in the
last 20 years. Douglas
County was home to
175,766 in 2000. The county demographer now puts
that figure at more than
358,000 on its way to
484,000 by 2040. Neighboring communities including Parker, Castle
Pines, Lone Tree and Sterling Ranch all expect to
grow by leaps and bounds
in coming decades. The
demographer’s office is
projecting that about
73,000 more housing units
will be built in the county
by 2040, mostly in urban
areas like Castle Rock.
When it comes to residential construction, every
corner of Castle Rock is
seeing rooftops go up in
nearly record numbers.
About 1,400 residential
permits were pulled in
2018, Detweiler said, the
highest since before the
Great Recession. The town
is on pace to issue another
1,000 this year. Most of
that comes in the form
of single-family homes,
something Detweiler attributes to Castle Rock’s popularity with young families
and its relative value compared with other pockets
of the metro area.
Douglas County Community Development data
put Castle Rock’s median
home value at $427,537 at
the end of May, town officials said. When looking at
the entire metro area including Castle Rock, the
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“That’s a pretty incredible leasing pace for us. We
usually we do about 15
units in a month,” DeSimone said.
Confluence won’t wait
long to make its next move.
It owns a former liquor
store and two emptied-out
auto service centers on the
east side of Wilcox just
south of Town Hall. The
company plans to demolish those buildings this
summer to make way for a
124-unit condo project that
will bring more retail and a
600-space parking garage
to downtown. (The town is
pitching in $9.7 million toward the garage that will
serve town employees and
shoppers.)
The Riverwalk co-working space landed a highprofile tenant last week. P3
Advisors rented an office
suite there. Miller’s Landing can be reached via a
pedestrian path that goes
under the highway.
There are plenty of potential hurdles to Castle
Rock pulling off its transformation from quaint
commuter town to primary employer magnet.
Littleton-based economist Patty Silverstein
points out the town is not
hooked into RTD’s masstransit network. Lone Tree
has snagged big-time companies such as Charles
Schwab and Kiewit Corp.,
in part thanks to its recently expanded light-rail line.
A shift in public sentiment could also slam the
brakes on growth, Silverstein said, pointing to a
special election coming up
next month in Lakewood
that could cap residential
construction there. Castle
Rock has had its share of
slow-growth pushback. In
2016, former Mayor Paul
Donahue and former
council members Mark
Heath and Renee Valentine faced recalls because
some residents felt they
represented a growth-atall-costs viewpoint. Those
recalls ultimately failed.
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Federal officials say they
have ticketed a Denver
woman for dumping a
large pile of roofing material and other trash on
public land in Wyoming.
Investigators said Monday that 31-year-old Idalia
Reyes-Cruz faces a $780
fine if convicted.
The U.S. Bureau of Land
Management says one of
its employees found the
trash May 13 near Farson
in western Wyoming. BLM
investigators say a water
bottle with a name written
on it and discarded invoices led them to Reyes-Cruz.
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Dumping trash leads to
ticket. ROCK SPRINGS , WYO . »
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Denver Metro Association
of Realtors found that median home prices reached
a new record at $450,000
last month.
Kerri Miller and her husband, Matt, bought a house
in Castle Rock two years
ago, enticed away from Evergreen in part by cheaper
housing, they said. Now
they’re raising two kids in
town, despite Matt facing a
regular commute to the
Henderson Mine in Empire.
“Castle Rock seems
pretty family oriented,”
Kerri Miller said as the
couple played with their
kids last week in Festival
Park on Wilcox Street.
“There is always something going on. I love
breweries and the parks.
That’s really what we care
about.”
Aside from oft-choked
roadways in and out of
town, Matt Miller doesn’t
have any complaints about
the town, which he feels is
safe and full of approachable people. He did wonder whether all the rapid
growth was setting up a
crash, but there is little
sign of that right now, particularly downtown.
Just as investment in
Philip S. Miller Park
helped attract P3 and partners to Miller’s Landing,
the town’s recent $7.5 million overhaul of Festival
Park next to Town Hall coincided with the launch of
a major project on Wilcox
Street, the town’s main
drag.
Golden-based Confluence Cos. is about a month
away from wrapping up
work on its two-building
Riverwalk Castle Rock
project. The $66 million
development has brought
230 apartments, 15,000
square feet of retail space
and co-working space to
115 Wilcox St. Eighty-eight
of those apartments have
been rented since going
on the market April 1, Confluence principal Tony
DeSimone said.

Guilty plea in death of
father, daughter. FORT

» A Colorado man
has pleaded guilty to killing a father and daughter
in a car crash.
The Coloradoan reported Wednesday that 20year-old Marcos Orozco
pleaded guilty to two
counts of second-degree
murder Tuesday.
Authorities say 38-yearold Nicole Nees of Fort
Collins and 55-year-old
John Nees of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, died in the November 2018 crash in Fort
Collins.
Authorities say Orozco
used a stolen truck to
break into a pawn shop to
steal two AR-15 rifles and
one AK-47 rifle on Thanksgiving. Police say later that
morning Orozco was driving the same vehicle in the
multi-car accident that
killed the Neeses.

•

S FA C

T

I

Classic Comfort
f

Personalized service for
Men and Women since 1946

“Arizona”

(303) 756-9164
2482 S. Colorado Blvd.
Open Daily 9-6 • Closed Sundays

Colors: Taupe, Mocha, Brown,
Black and More

Sizes

36-46

D O N AT E YO U R C A R
Wheels For Wishes
Benefiting

Make-A-Wish®
Colorado
* 100% Tax Deductible
* Free Vehicle Pickup
ANYWHERE
* We Accept Most Vehcles
Running or Not

GET 25 OFF
%

Summer parties deserve a sparkling clean home.
COIT’s certified technicians deep-clean the heavily trafficked
areas and stubborn stains in carpets and rugs, air ducts,
hardwood floors, natural stone, tile and grout, and more. Get
your home COIT Clean and ready for all your celebrations!

Air Ducts • Carpet • Flooring
Furniture • Tile • Natural Stone

* We Also Accept Boats,
Motorcycles & RVs

Call:(720) 907-3825

WheelsForWishes.org
* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs or
financial information, call (213) 948-2000 or visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

To schedule today, visit
coit.com or call XXX-XXX-XXXX
303-872-4643
Minimum charge applies. Geographic restrictions may apply. Discount does not apply
to service charge, restoration or commercial services. Offer expires 06/30/19.
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